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1/ros public, are eagerly Interested In the radical
discussion 'of propositions which twenty years
ago were only publicly maintained, and then
in their crudest, least true, and most repulsive
form, in obscure debating societies and little
secularist clubs. Everybody, male or female,
who reads anything serious at all, now reads a
dozen essays a year to show, with Infinite varieties
of approach and of demonstration, that we can
never know whether there be a Supreme Being
or not, whether the soul survives the body, or
whether mind is more and other than a mere
function of matter. No article that has appeared
in any periodical for a generation back excited
so profound a sensation as Mr. Huxley's memor-
able paper On the Physical Basis of Life,
published in this Eeview in February 1869. It
created just the same kind of stir that, in a
political epoch, was made by such a pamphlet as
the Conduct of the Allies or the Reflections on
the French Revolution. This excitement was a
sign that controversies which had hitherto been
confined to books and treatises were now to be
admitted to popular periodicals, and that the
common man of the world would now listen